The John Newbery Medal

In 1921 Frederic G.Melcher had the Newbery Medal designed by René Paul Chambellan. The bronze medal has
the winner's name and the date engraved on the back. The American Library Association Executive Board in
1922 delegated to the Children's Librarians' Section the responsibility for selecting the book to receive the
Newbery Medal.
The inscription on the Newbery Medal still reads "Children's Librarians' Section," although the section has
changed its name four times and its membership now includes both school and public library children's
librarians in contrast to the years 1922-58, when the section, under three different names, included only
public library children's librarians. Today the Medal is administered by the Association for Library Service to
Children, a division of ALA.

How the Newbery Medal Came to Be
The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the American Library Association for the most distinguished
American children's book published the previous year. On June 22, 1921, Frederic G. Melcher proposed the
award to the American Library Association meeting of the Children's Librarians' Section and suggested that it
be named for the eighteenth-century English bookseller John Newbery. The idea was enthusiastically accepted
by the children's librarians, and Melcher's official proposal was approved by the ALA Executive Board in 1922.
In Melcher's formal agreement with the board, the purpose of the Newbery Medal was stated as follows: "To
encourage original creative work in the field of books for children. To emphasize to the public that
contributions to the literature for children deserve similar recognition to poetry, plays, or novels. To give
those librarians, who make it their life work to serve children's reading interests, an opportunity to encourage
good writing in this field."
The Newbery Award thus became the first children's book award in the world. Its terms, as well as its long
history, continue to make it the best known and most discussed children's book award in this country.
From the beginning of the awarding of the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, committees could, and usually did,
cite other books as worthy of attention. Such books were referred to as Newbery or Caldecott "runners-up." In
1971 the term "runners-up" was changed to "honor books." The new terminology was made retroactive so that
all former runners-up are now referred to as Newbery or Caldecott Honor Books.

Newbery Honor Seal

Source: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/aboutnewbery/aboutnewbery

The Randolph Caldecott Medal

In 1937 René Paul Chambellan designed the Caldecott Medal. The bronze medal has the winner's name and the
date engraved on the back. When the Caldecott Medal was accepted in 1937, the Section for Library Work with
Children invited the School Libraries Section to name five of its members to the awards committee each year.
For this reason the Caldecott Medal inscription reads, "Awarded annually by the Children's and School
Librarians Sections of the American Library Association." This is a combination and simplification of the actual
names of the sections. The wording continues even though several ALA reorganizations resulted in 1958 in the
present divisions, including the Children's Services Division, now the Association for Library Service to
Children, which now has sole responsibility for administering the award.
How the Caldecott Medal Came to Be
Each year the Newbery Medal is awarded by the American Library Association for the most distinguished
American children's books published the previous year. However, as many persons became concerned that the
artists creating picture books for children were as deserving of honor and encouragement as were the authors of
children's books, Frederic G. Melcher suggested in 1937 the establishment of a second annual medal. This
medal is to be given to the artist who had created the most distinguished picture book of the year and named
in honor of the nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph J. Caldecott. The idea for this medal was also
accepted enthusiastically by the Section for Library Work with Children of ALA and was approved by the ALA
Executive Board.
The Caldecott Medal "shall be awarded to the artist of the most distinguished American Picture Book for
Children published in the United States during the preceding year. The award shall go to the artist, who must be
a citizen or resident of the United States, whether or not he be the author of the text. Members of the Newbery
Medal Committee will serve as judges. If a book of the year is nominated for both the Newbery and Caldecott
Awards the committee shall decide under which heading it shall be voted upon, so that the same title shall
not be considered on both ballots." In 1977 the Board of Directors of the Association for Library Service to
Children rescinded the final part of the 1937 action and approved that "any book published in the preceding
year shall be eligible to be considered for either award or both awards." Separate committees to choose
the Newbery and Caldecott Awards were established in 1978 and began with the 1980 selection committees.
From the beginning of the awarding of the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, committees could, and usually did,
cite other books as worthy of attention. Such books were referred to as Newbery or Caldecott "runners-up." In
1971 the term "runners-up" was changed to "honor books." The new terminology was made retroactive so that
all former runners-up are now referred to as Newbery or Caldecott Honor Books.
A few words about Randolph Caldecott and his illustrations...
Randolph Caldecott was one of a group of three influential children's illustrators working in England in the 19th
century. The other two illustrators were Kate Greenaway and Walter Crane. His illustrations for children were
unique to their time in both their humor, and their ability to create a sense of movement, vitality, and action that
complemented the stories they accompanied.

The illustration on the Caldecott Medal, which is taken from Caldecott's illustrations for "The Diverting Story
of John Gilpin," is a perfect example of the humor, vitality, and sense of movement found in Caldecott's work.
The illustration shows John Gilpin astride a runaway horse, accompanied by squawking geese, braying dogs,
and startled onlookers.

Caldecott Honor Seal

Source: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/aboutcaldecott/aboutcaldecott

Coretta Scott King Book Awards

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African American authors and
illustrators of books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture
and universal human values. The award commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace and
world brotherhood.
The Awards are given in author and illustrator categories; honor recipients may also be named. The John
Steptoe Award for New Talent is occasionally given for young authors or illustrators who demonstrate
outstanding promise at the beginning of their careers.
The Coretta Scott King - Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement is presented in even years to an
African American author, illustrator or author/illustrator for a body of his or her published books for children
and/or young adults, and who has made a significant and lasting literary contribution. In odd years, the award is
presented to a practitioner for substantial contributions through active engagement with youth using award
winning African American literature for children and/or young adults, via implementation of reading and
reading related activities/programs.
History
The Coretta Scott King Book Award was founded in 1969 by Mabel McKissick and Glyndon Greer at the
American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The first award was
given to Lillie Patterson in 1970 for her biography, Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace (Garrard).
In 1979, the Coretta Scott King Task Force was formed and became part of ALA’s Social Responsibilities
Round Table (SRRT) the next year. In 1982, the Coretta Scott King Book Awards became an officially
recognized ALA award. The Coretta Scott King Task Force joined ALA’s Ethnic and Multicultural
Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT) in 2003 and became the Coretta Scott Book Awards
Committee.
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards have grown to include several categories. In 1974, George Ford became
the first illustrator to receive the award for Ray Charles (Crowell). The John Steptoe Award for New Talent
(originally the Genesis Award) was established in 1995 to recognize exceptional work from new African
American authors and illustrators. The first Steptoe Award was given to Sharon Draper for Tears of a
Tiger (Simon & Schuster). In 2010, the committee established the Coretta Scott King – Virginia Hamilton
Award for Lifetime Achievement to be given alternately to an author or illustrator and a practitioner. The first
Hamilton Award recipients were Walter Dean Myers (2010) and Henrietta M. Smith (2011).
Since 1972, the recipients of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards have been honored at a celebratory breakfast
during the ALA Annual Conference. In 2009, ALA published the fourth edition of The Coretta Scott King
Awards, a complete history of the awards edited by Henrietta M. Smith.

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards Seal
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards Seal was designed by artist Lev Mills in 1974. The symbolism in the seal
reflects both Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s philosophy and the ideals of the award.
The basic circle represents continuity in movement, resolving from one idea to another. Within the circle is the
image of an African American child reading a book. The five main religious symbols below the image of the
child represent nonsectarianism. The superimposed pyramid symbolizes both strength and Atlanta University,
the award’s headquarters when the seal was designed. At the apex of the pyramid is the dove, symbolic of
peace. The rays shine toward peace and brotherhood.
The bronze seal denotes a Coretta Scott King Book Award author or illustrator winner; the silver denotes an
author or illustrator honoree; and the green seal denotes a John Steptoe Award for New Talent recipient.
According to Lev Mills, the five nonsectarian* symbols on the seal represent:
Star and Crescent - a symbol of Islam. Many nations with a Muslim majority display this symbol on its flags.
This not a religious symbol but rather it is a national, cultural, political, military, or community symbol.
Om - a symbol of Hinduism. The written form of the word is in Sanskrit, a language of India. The sound OM is
used repeatedly during meditation.
Latin Cross - a symbol of Christianity; the cross upon which Jesus died; Christian emblem or badge.
Star of David - a hexagram used as a symbol of Judaism.
Tao - a symbol of China. Pronounced “Dow,” it has the design of “Yang and Yin” (Dualism); its purpose is to
nourish balance in the universe.
*not affiliated with or limited to a specific religious denomination.
Information provided by Lev T. Mills designer of the Coretta Scott King Award seal. 6/13/2002, published
in Ask the ALA Librarian (Hawkins, Valerie. Ask the ALA Librarian. (blog) American Library Association,
October 10, 2012.)

Source: http://www.ala.org/emiert/cskbookawards/about

Charlie May Simon Book Awards

The Charlie May Simon Children's Book Award is an award that was started in 1970 to honor an author whose
book has been selected by Arkansas school children in grades four, five and six. The students read the books
and vote on their favorite in the spring of each year. The purpose of the award is to promote better reading for
children and to recognize Charlie May Simon who was an outstanding Arkansas author.
Charlie May Simon was born August 17, 1897, at Monticello, Arkansas, but moved to Memphis at an early age.
She attended Memphis State University, Stanford University and the Chicago Art Institute. She returned to
Arkansas after she married John Gould Fletcher in 1936. Throughout her lifetime, Mrs. Fletcher traveled
extensively, gathering information for her many prize winning biographies. She lived at Johnswood, her home
in Little Rock, until her death in 1977.
During her distinguished career, Charlie May Simon wrote over 27 books for children and young adults. Her
first work, ROBIN ON THE MOUNTAIN, was published in 1934 and is considered a classic in children's
literature. Other works include RAZORBACKS ARE REALLY HOGS!, STRAW IN THE SUN, ALL MEN
ARE BROTHERS, and FAITH HAS NEED OF ALL THE TRUTH.

Sources: http://www.arareading.org/ar_book_awards_8.html
and Charlie May Simon Wikispaces

